
 

Flatbush Avenue of the future. 

Without revealing too much, the 

plan is inviting, aesthetically    pleas-

ing and easily maintainable. 

In addition to the capital projects, 

the BID has continued to support 

the members through the liaison 

work with city agencies, sanitation 

services, promotional activities, 

community events and as in the past, 

ensuring that someone watches out 

for you.  In April, the BID was suc-

cessful in getting approval to change 

our tax status to a      501 C (3) 

corporation which will allow us to 

seek funding from additional sources 

thus providing a wider range of ser-

vices. 

On another note, Dawn Torres, 

Director, resigned her position this 

winter,  and has been replaced by 

Sharon M. Davidson. Many of you 

know Sharon. She served as our 

Vice President on the Board of Di-

rectors and you know her hard 

work and dedication with the Holi-

day Silent Auction and the Bears 

Community Garden Children's 

Events.  She has energized us with 

the new website (www.nfbid.com) 

and her enthusiasm for Flatbush 

Avenue.   

As we begin this new fiscal year, I 

look forward to òsellingó our street-

scape, expanding new businesses and 

working more closely with the com-

munity at large. 

 

A little over 35 

years ago, a 

group of com-

mitted citizens 

joined forces to 

improve the area 

known as North 

Flatbush Avenue. 

This group was 

comprised of merchants, prop-

erty owners and residents such 

as Fran Trowbridge, Sophie 

Edeler, Joe King (Century 21Real 

Estate) , Bill Shapiro (Triangle 

Sports) and the Pintchik family.  

These committed citizens, along 

with the assistance of elected 

officials, city agencies and the 

Brooklyn Union Gas òCinderella 

Projectó (Keyspan/National Grid) 

brought renewal to Flatbush 

Avenue beginning with the     

Triangle Parks Commission, the 

North Flatbush Avenue Better-

ment Committee that ultimately 

gave rise to the North Flatbush 

Avenue Business Improvement 

District (BID). 

Most of this core group is still 

involved in what may seem to be 

a long struggle to keep Flatbush 

Avenue a vibrant commercial 

district. Over the years, the 

members of the Board of Direc-

tors, have struggled to create a 

cohesive identity for the BID that 

would be responsive to the 

changing demographic, without 

losing long time businesses and 

to create an atmosphere that is 

rich with òBrooklynó spirit.  

We have watched both Fifth and 

Vanderbilt Avenues attract shops 

that seem to emerge overnight 

with attractions for the younger, 

hipper shopper and have asked 

why? At times we may have felt 

somewhat overlooked but this is 

our burden because Flatbush 

Avenue is unique. 

The BID has prided itself on 

understanding our limitations, 

our budget is small, and most of 

the properties and businesses are 

owned by a sole proprietor,. 

Where else does one have to 

contend with thousands of vehi-

cles daily; two bus routes, six 

sets of subway tracks below and 

a borough that sees Flatbush 

Avenue more as a conduit than 

as a destination?   

Well, this is about to change!  

Over the past year, we have 

been planning a new streetscape 

for Flatbush Avenue with a focus 

like that of 1974 when the Trian-

gle Parks were created.  Last July, 

many of you participated in a 

Community Forum to address 

the questions: What is Flatbush 

Avenue? What would you like to 

see? The NYC Department of 

Small Business Services awarded 

the BID a grant which has al-

lowed us to create a conceptual 

streetscape design that addresses 

concerns expressed at the forum 

and others from additional meet-

ings. This plan was revealed at 

the 2009 Annual Meeting on 

Wednesday, June 24th and sub-

sequently used to entice and 

cajole our fine city to fund the 

Greetings from the North Flatbush BID President, Regina Cahill  
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When you think about advertising your business, the best way to 

display it is with our 30 decorative silk-screened nylon banners 

that hang on our street lamp posts on Flatbush Avenue from 

Plaza Street to Atlantic Avenue.    

The launch of the BIDõs new Sponsor a StreetBanner Pro-

gram , will allow you to advertise your business in our district 

with many options to choose from. Advertising on these banners 

is one of the most effective means of promoting your business and a great way to get your business 

noticed.   

The North Flatbush Avenue BID is happy to bring this new marketing opportunity to our local busi-

nesses. Our main purpose is to provide you, as a small business owner, a chance to advertise your 

business in the district.  Contact our offices for more information 718-783-1685   

2009 Banner Contest  

     Sponsor a Banner  Program 

In February of 2009, The 

North Flatbush Avenue BID 

sent out an RFP inviting  the 

general public and graphic 

artists to submit designs for 

our ò2009 Banner Con-

testó. The winning design 

will be hung on the districts 

street light poles along Flat-

bush Avenue from Plaza 

Street to Atlantic Avenue. 

òThe designs were to represent 

the culture and diversity of our 

neighborhood, the uniqueness 

of the district and identify the 

BID as a destinationó said 

Sharon Davidson, Director 

of the BID, in the press re-

lease announcing the contest. 

With an outpouring of re-

quests, the BID selected one 

winner, Tia Johnson.   

On Monday, June 22, 2009 

the North Flatbush Avenue  

N E W S L E T T E R   

BID hosted an unveiling cere-

mony in front of Burrito Bar 

and Kitchen.  In attendance 

were board members, mer-

chants, the media,  Alan Ep-

stein of 5 Boro Banner and 

Sign Co and Tia Johnson and 

her family.  As part of Tiaõs 

winnings, Regina Cahill, Presi-

dent of the BID presented 

Tia with a check in the 

amount of $500, PC Richards 

presented Tia with a gift cer-

tificate and Tia will also enjoy 

lunch with her family at Bur-

rito Bar and Kitchen.  Greg 

Yerman, owner of Burrito 

Bar and sponsor of this sea-

sons banners, remarked, òI 

believe that Tiaõs design by itõs 

very nature enriches our com-

munityó.   

Tia has lived and worked in 

our Brooklyn community for 

23 years while raising her 

children and going to school. 

Tia has a Masters Degree in 

Graphic Design from Pratt 

Institute.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The winning banner design  
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for a new porta-

potty for use dur-

ing the summer 

months. Our very 

popular Santa in an 

Elf Driven Rick-

shaw was a big hit 

with the neighbor-

hood children as 

Santa handed out candy canes and then 

gathered to the Avon store for a free 

photo session with Santa including  

cookies and hot chocolate.    

Our annual Earth Day Event in 2009 

brought to the garden over 100 chil-

dren on a balmy 93 degree day in May.  

The children were busy planting seed-

ling pods into vegetable beds, they also  

decorated and took home their very 

own reusable 

canvas tote 

bag. Children 

painted using 

vegetable and 

fruit stencils, a 

dramatic read-

ing by our 

very own Board Member Diane Alli-

son, and  children and family members 

were treated to a free fir tree spon-

sored by ArborDay.org.  Free delicious 

organic smoothies were a welcome 

treat to the children on this thirst 

quenching day, donated by the Orr 

Family from New York Naturals, our 

district merchant.  

October 2008 was also a balmy 74 

degree day when the BID hosted a 

Halloween Spooktacular Event.  

The event drew many neighborhood 

children of all ages who gathered in the 

garden to take home their own deco-

rated pumpkin. Pumpkins were gener-

ously donated by Joe Butrico from All-

star Locksmith, our district merchant. 

Children got to walk through the scary  

graveyard. And it wouldn't be Hallow-

een without Bert the childrenõs face 

painter. There was a Free Raffle Give-a

-Way with the grand prize of a childõs 

Halloween costume, donated by Barry 

Reiter from Kings Pharmacy, one of 

our local merchants.  The children also 

brought home ôTrick-or-Treatõ for Uni-

cef boxes. 

 

 

In 2007, the North Flatbush Avenue 

Business Improvement District part-

nered with the Pacific Street Bears 

Community Garden and initiated our   

Children's Programming Events.   

The Pacific St. Bears Community Gar-

den, founded by a group of local gar-

deners, turned the once blighted empty 

lot into an oasis of fauna and beauty.  

We are proud to say that the Pacific 

Street Bears Community Garden won 

first place òBest Community Garden 

Streetscape 2008ó in the Greenest 

Block in Brooklyn Contest, sponsored 

by the Brooklyn Botanic Gardens.  The 

BID entered our district, block by 

block,  into the contest and our mer-

chant Burrito Bar and Kitchen won 

second place for òGreenest Storefront 

2008ó. 

In December, each year, the BID spon-

sors a Holiday Silent Auction . Mer-

chants, property owners and residents 

have a chance to bid on services, 

(lunch with Borough  President Marty 

Markowitz at Juniors Restaurant!) gifts 

and gift certificates donated by our 

local merchants. This yearõs event 

raised $3,000.00 which will go towards 

our childrenõs programming and a  do-

nation was made to the Bears Garden 

Childrenõs Programming and Holiday Silent Auction   

BID BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND STAFF  

Executive Board   Class D: Government Officials                Class E:  

Regina Cahill, President  Robert Walsh, Dept. of Small Business Services  Robert Perris, District Manager, CB 2                                  

Diane Allison, Secretary  Hon. Marty Markowitz, Borough President             Craig Hammerman, District Manager, CB 6                    

Alison Houtte, Treasurer  Hon. William Thompson Jr, NYC Comptroller         Doris Alexander, District Manager, CB 8      

Lina Fang, Class A,   David Yassky, City Council Member, District 33                                                                                      

Henry Weinstein, Class A  Letitia James, City Council Member, District 35              

Mathew Pintchik, Class A                                                                                                                                              

Michael Pintchik, Class A                                                                                                                                                          

Chris King, Class A                         

Joe Orr, Class B   Executive Director :  Sharon M. Davidson                                                                            

Greg Yerman, Class B        
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REVENUE    
  

Special Assessment  $115,000.00 

Interest  $100.00 

Holiday Auction                                            $3,000.00  

Banner Sponsorship                                                  $7,000.00  

Total Revenue and Support  $125,100.00 

  

EXPENSES   

  

Program Services   

Security  $0.00 

  

Sanitation   

Cleaning and Sweeping  $30,000.00 

  
Maintenance/Community Improve-

ments   

Maintenance  $1,000.00 

Street Clock  $500.00 

Street Furniture  $5,000.00 

Horticulture  $300.00 

Other   

Total  $6,800.00 

  

Promotion   

Advertising  $3,000.00 

Special Events  $4,500.00 

Business development seminars  $750.00 

Banners  $7,000.00 

Total  $15,250.00 

  

Holiday Decorations  $6,500.00 

  

Total Program  $58,550.00 

  

  

General and Administrative   

  

General Staff  $31,200.00 

Employee Health Insurance  $4,200.00 

Administrative fees  $150.00 

Rent  $6,960.00 

Telephone  $1,700.00 

Utilities  $75.00 

Printing/Postage  $1,000.00 

Office expenses  $1,500.00 

Insurance  $3,500.00 

Audit/Legal  $4,800.00 

 Hardware/Software Replacement  $1,500.00 

Equipment  $400.00 

 Payroll Taxes 12%  $3,744.00 

Professional Memberships/

Development  $500.00 

Total Administrative  

                                                                            

$61,229.00 

TOTAL EXPENSE                                                         $119,779.00 
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 Neighborhood Revitalization Projects  

Bike Lanes  

The Department of Transportation is building out a nice street redesign 

project as part of its Ft. Greene Bike Lane and Traffic Calming Project.  

The bike lane and traffic calming project aims to connect bike lanes from 

Northwest Brooklyn to Prospect Park. 

The North Flatbush Avenue BID will soon see this project headed our way 

as the Department of Transportation will soon be improving the bike lanes 

at the Carlton Avenue Triangle Park (see diagram).  And for those cars 

that speed through the triangle and ignore the Stop sign from Flatbush 

Avenue onto Carlton avenue, the Department Of Transportation plans on 

installing new crosswalks with bumped curbs to slow the traffic  and im-

prove the safety of the community. 

Bike Racks 

Over the years, the North Flatbush Avenue BID  has seen an increase in 

cyclists and not enough bike racks!  A few have been installed in the last 

year, but thatõs still not enough. CityRacks is a program run by the NYC 

Department Of Transportation that provides Free sidewalk bicycle parking 

racks throughout the city to encourage cycling for commuters, short trips 

and errands.  A little over a month ago, the BID submitted an additional 

request with a long list for placements in our district that are in desperate 

need of additional racks.   We  anticipate these new bike racks to be  in-

stalled  this summer.   

Street Re -Paving  

Flatbush Avenue from Plaza Street to Atlantic Avenue just got a 

little less noisy! In mid -May Flatbush Avenue had a 2 week make-

over with a new re -paving. Working through the evening hours, 

the Department of Transportation paved our street with asphalt 

which means better maintained roads .  Now Flatbush Avenue is 

a quite thoroughfare .  

New Streetscape Design  

The North Flatbush Avenue BID has been working with W-Architecture and 

Landscape Architecture LLC to visualize a long time plan of revitalization of 

the area. Since 1974 , Flatbush Avenue has not had a facelift and we lis-

tened to your comments at our July 2008 Community Forum.  At this well 

attended forum which consisted of our neighbors, we listened as you told 

us how you wanted to see more seating areas, more trees, more plantings 

and a rest spot.  W-Architecture has been working with us to put to-

gether a streetscape plan which implements all these ideas.  We intro-

duced the final plan at our 2009 Annual Meeting in June along with prop-

erty owners, merchants, residents and city officials in attendance.  If 

you would like to view these photos and read more about our  

new in    new streetscape design,  please visit  our website at 

www.nfbid.com.  
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Enhanced crosswalks at Carlton Avenue  

New Bike Rack Design from CityRacks  

New Streetscape Design for the 7th 

Avenue Triangle Park  


